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English 2009-002 
Literature and Human Values: Labor, Class, Power 
Fall 2012 
Dr. Francine McGregor 
3355 Coleman Hall 
581-2428 
fmrnr~or@_~iJl,_~_<1!! (daytime and weekday use only) 
Office Hours: M/W/F 9-10:50/11-11 :50 and by appointment. 
About the Course 
We will consider various works of writers who wrestle with profound 
questions of truth, justice, equality, and identity concerning the 
relationships between class structure, labor, and power systems. 
Requirements: reading, listening and enthusiastic discussion. 
Required Texts: 
Allison, Bastard Out of Carolina (BOC) 
Auster, The New York Trilogy (NYT) 
Dunn, Geek Love (GL) 
Jones, Leaving Atlanta (LA) 
Palahniuk, Fight Club (FC) 
Robinson, Housekeeping (Hk) 
Winegardner, 3x33: Short Fiction by 33 Writers (3x33) 
Course Requirements/ Evaluation 
1) Participation/short assignments 
2) 2 Writing Projects at 15% each 
3) Group Presentation/Project 
4) Mid-Term Exam 
5) Final Exam 
30% 
30% 
15% 
10% 
15% 
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Policies 
I) The reading/writing/research load for this course is heavy, so make sure you 
allow yourself plenty of time to complete assignments. Much of what you will 
learn in this course will come from collaborative work in class so your presence in 
(and engagement with) the class are essential. Missing more than three classes 
will lower your final grade. 
2) Assignments must be handed in on the day they are due unless we have worked 
out a prior arrangement. I do not accept classwork after the due date. If you must 
miss a class, you are still responsible for preparing all work required for the next 
meeting. 
3) Major papers will lose half a letter grade for each calendar day they are late. No 
major papers will be accepted a week after the deadline. 
4) You must complete Course Requirements 2-5 to receive a passing grade. 
Plagiarism Policy 
The following is the English department's statement concerning plagiarism: 
"Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism- 'The appropriation or imitation 
of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of 
them as one's original work' (Random House Dictionary of the English 
Language)-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student 
an appropriate penalty, up to and including a grade of 'F' for the course, and to 
report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office." 
While I assume I'll have no need to impose penalties for plagiarism, the ones I consider 
appropriate are that the student fail the course and be reported to the Judicial Affairs 
Office. If at any point in your writing for this course (or for another, if you like) you' re 
uncertain about whether you're using sources appropriately, please come and talk to me. 
Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, 
please let me know and please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability 
Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Week 1: 
ENG 2009 Syllabus 
Fall 2012 
(Subject to change) 
**Reading must be completed by the date listed on the syllabus 
M Aug 20: Introductions 
W Aug 22: Leaving Atlanta pp. 3-40 
F Aug 24: Leaving Atlanta pp. 41-82 
Week2: 
M Aug 27: Leaving Atlanta pp. 85-120 
W Aug 29: Leaving Atlanta pp. 121-40 
F Aug 31: Leaving Atlanta pp. 143-78 
Week3: 
M Sept 3: No class - Labor Day 
W Sept 5: Leaving Atlanta pp. 179-255 
F Sept 7: Writing Workshop 
Week4: 
M Sept 10: Writing workshop 
W Sept 12: Tayari Jones interviews (shown in class) 
F Sept 14: Writing Project 1 is due 
Week5: 
M Sept 17: Housekeeping pp. 3-43 
W Sept 19: Housekeeping pp. 44-75 
F Sept 21: Close Reading exercises 
Week6: 
M Sept 24: Housekeeping pp. 76-108 
W Sept 26: Housekeeping pp. 109-75 
F Sept 28: Housekeeping pp. 176-91 
Week7: 
M Oct 1: Housekeeping pp. 192-219 
W Oct 3: Marilynne Robinson interviews (shown in class) 
F Oct 5: No class - Fall Break 
Week8: 
M Oct 8: Close Reading exercises 
W Oct 10: Midterm Exam 
F Oct 12: Project Groups meet 
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Week9: 
M Oct 15: Group Presentations 
W Oct 17: Group Presentations 
F Oct 19: Group Presentations 
Week 10: 
M Oct 22: Group Presentations 
W Oct 24: Group Presentations 
F Oct 26: Group Presentations 
Week 11: 
M Oct 29: Writing Project 2: drafts due 
W Oct 31: Writing Project 2 is due 
F Nov 2: Geek Love pp. 30-63 
Week 12: 
M Nov 5: Geek Love pp. 64-145 
W Nov 7: Geek Love pp. 146-220 
F Nov 9: Geek Love pp. 221-279 
Week 13: 
M Nov 12: Geek Love pp. 280-348 
W Nov 14: Katherine Dunn interviews (shown in class) 
F Nov 16: Interpretive Exercises 
Week 14: (Nov 19-23) 
No Classes - Thanksgiving Break 
Week 15: 
M Nov 26: Novel chosen by class 
W Nov 28: Novel chosen by class 
F Nov 30: Novel chosen by class 
Week 16: 
M Dec 3: Novel chosen by class 
W Dec 5: Novel chosen by class 
F Dec 7: Novel chosen by class 
Final Exam: Wednesday, December 12, 12:30-2:30 
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English 2009: Literature and Human Values 
Final Syllabus 
Mon., Nov. 26: Groups meet in class and meet with me 
Wed., Nov. 28: Cheever, "The Swimmer" 
Jordan, Astria, Megan, Matt R., Emily 
Fri., Nov. 30: Oates, "Life After High School" 
Lisa, Katelyn, Maggie, Kaila 
Mon., Dec. 3: Bambara, "The Lesson" 
Rachel, Yasmine, Taylor, Matt V., Asha 
Wed., Dec. 5: Erdrich, "The Red Convertible" 
Annelise, Emilie, Diamond, Ruby, Mike 
Fri., Dec. 7: Kincaid, "Girl" 
Rebecca, Letta, Levi, Angela 
